Date
The Honorable (Full Name)
Michigan House of Representatives (or) Michigan State Senate
P.O. Box 30014 (or) P.O. Box 30036 for Senators
Lansing, MI  48909

Dear Representative (or) Senator (Insert Last Name):
With a singular focus of improving maternal and infant outcomes in Michigan, various groups have come together to examine the vexing increases in our state’s mortality and morbidity rates. These groups concerned about the lack of funding and access to care are from urban and rural communities across the state; and are comprised of physicians, nurses, midwives, employers, community health workers, advocates, and other health care professionals – all working toward the common goal of improving maternal and infant health in Michigan.
Insert a short blurb about your organization.
Currently, infant death rates in Michigan are above the national average primarily because of the disproportionately poor outcomes for women and babies of color. The executive recommendations for the state’s FY23 budget represent timely opportunities to invest in several strategies and approaches that we believe have the potential to make a positive difference in pregnancy, postpartum and infant health:
· $4.2 million for expansion of centering pregnancy sites around the state. CenteringPregnancy® is an evidence-based model of group healthcare that combines a health assessment with interactive learning and community building to support positive health behaviors, drive better health outcomes, reduce racial disparities, and address the complex social determinants of health.1 Current Michigan sites are reporting higher rates of healthy weight, full-term babies.2

· $10 million total ($5 million GF with Medicaid match) to create an incentive pool for Medicaid health plans to impact health of pregnant or child beneficiaries. Payments proposed to be made contingent upon meeting established outcome measures. Financial incentives for health plans to implement new approaches present an opportunity to utilize existing insurance structures and, if focused on access to care and supports as well as the quality of those services, improve outcomes.3
Furthermore, there are community-based strategies that work alongside necessary medical interventions to address the needs during pregnancy and in the first year of life. Doulas have proven to be safe and effective with potential to prevent costly complications and perinatal health disparities, but they remain under-utilized in Michigan.4 Supporting doula training will help increase access to care throughout the state.
We support the Governor’s recommendation for $1.4 million GF in the FY23 Executive Budget for Department of Health and Human Services budget proposal to increase access to doulas, and we ask that you include the centering pregnancy expansion and the health plans incentive pool as you work to finalize the FY23 state budget. 
Sincerely,

Name
Title
Contact Information






References

1. Health Management Association for the Centering Healthcare Institute.  How CenteringPregnancy® Can Support Equity. https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiQidzboLLtAhUXV80KHVtBBsoQFjAAegQIB- BAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.centeringhealthcare.org%2Fuploads%2Fdownloads%2FBirthEquity_IssueBrief
__Oct9th2019.pdf&usg=AOvVaw10qfajYsydblDTqSfMHjHe 

2. Aligning Value-Based Payment with the Centering- Pregnancy® Group Prenatal Care model. https:// www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&- source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi01diwo7LtAhUCAp0JH- bYgA9QQFjAAegQIBRAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww. centeringhealthcare.org%2Fuploads%2Fdownloads%- 2FAligning-Value-Based-Payment-with-CenteringPregnan- cy.pdf&usg=AOvVaw38HZX6S2PW8p2JC-oxttj0 
3. Finance & Payment Innovations, Improving Equity in Perinatal Care and Maternal and Infant Outcomes; Birth Equity Education Project.  Prepared by Kay Johnson, Johnson Group Consulting for the Michigan Council for Maternal and Child Health. https://cdn.websiteeditor.net/s/7e5e148ba8604ca7bf9029ae8c3e1ded/files/uploaded/Finance%2520Innovations%2520Report%2520final_G5kQYL0Qq2OvfmYSVd2Q.pdf?Expires=1651767593&Signature=BlZPRlE6mI5q2JNl9DS9akAZRtKejCzrjffTc0ha~6G8TIxp-6KM0U545hE1iFmAHhn2Ibnpq~SgnHRgGrz9OpxRogmDfp6-NivCJObjOMe8F8BLaVXNO7LUW-E8lkiD8aapToMCnHBL4YUmJK~YyWQkQ6bZ7gEsF27BYIir1JHxvWtLXnisBElQ9ZZ8sw9gqxe38nqe1rzU9J826qH-50BD8bjvL0uvNtDhjvOWxvlyXEffKa4ckovZ-E5lLyv8Ad2V3gLIlhEQIXb6CD3FzxDfy8PYEYsrxkGI~c-Mou9xcsdW5Q-0EuiS8Ca1WLvPtsVJD0cSOP~gho27tLmf8w__&Key-Pair-Id=K2NXBXLF010TJW
4. Continuous Support for Women During Childbirth: 2017 Cochrane Review Update Key Takeaways. National Partnership for Women & Families. (2018). Continuous support for women during childbirth:2017 Cochrane review update key takeaways. The Journal of Perinatal Education, 27(4), 193. 

